Journal of Business Economics for Applied Research, Vol. (7), No. (Conference):69-85
Doi: https://dx.doi.org/10.37940/BEJAR.2025.7.1.5

4

SR uiidail] cipaudl Joos ¥ cilisbail dao
ISSN 2709-6475

r_nl.lai.:u.al clan

aanhill digaull dine

r.F’I Journal of Business Economics for Applied Researc

The Marketing Decision Support System as a Mediating Variable
for the Impact of Hidden Digital Marketing on Customer
Attraction
A Field Study of the Opinions of a Sample of LC Waikiki and
DeFacto Customers in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
Mohammad Mahmood Al-MullaHasan®, Bashar Thaker Al-Qotaje®®,
Bahaa Habeeb Mahmood Al-Tiee®
University of Mosul - College of Administration and Economy™®-®)
(1) mohamed_almola@uomosul.edu.ig (2) bashar_thaker@uomosul.edu.ig

(3) baha_habeb@uomsul.edu.iq

Key words:

Hidden digital marketing, marketing
decision support system, customer
attraction.

ARTICLE INFO
Article history:

Avaliabble online | 25 May. 2025
©2025 College of Administration and
Economy, University of Fallujah. THIS IS AN
OPEN ACCESS ARTICLE UNDER THE CC
BY LICENSE.

e.mail cae.jabe@uofallujah.edu.ig B

*Corresponding author:
Mohammed  Mahmoud
Molahsan

University of Mosul

Hamed Al-

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to highlight the impact of covert
digital marketing on enhancing the ability to attract a greater
number of customers, given the presence of a mediating
variable, the marketing decision support system. The
research also aims to reflect the impact of this impact on
expanding the customer base of organizations, including the
field under study, by attracting new customers. Furthermore,
it aims to identify the most influential factors of covert
digital marketing in attracting new customers, represented
by a sample of LC Waikiki and DeFacto customers in the
Kurdistan Region of Iraq. This environment is currently
subject to the need for technical advancement, keeping pace
with modern marketing technologies, and using various and
distinct methods to market their products. The researchers
sought to include a number of questions that express the
research problem, which served as the basis for constructing
the field aspect of the research. To answer these questions, a
hypothetical research plan was formulated to reflect the
relationships and influences between the research variables.
This resulted in a set of main and sub-hypotheses that were
tested using a number of statistical methods for the data
collected via questionnaires distributed to (160) research
subjects in these organizations. The research reached a set
of conclusions, the most important of which indicated the
relationships of influence between the researched variables.
Hidden digital marketing has a direct impact on customer
attraction, which has been proven to have a direct impact on
the marketing decision support system. In addition, hidden
digital marketing has indirect effects on customer attraction,
indicating the role of both hidden digital marketing
relationships in accessing the marketing decision support
system and working to attract customers to the researched
organizations. Based on the research findings, proposals
were presented that are consistent with these conclusions.
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